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Albeit that in the booke of diſcipline the ] 
a)ſve'}! of poblia repentance as of excory(; 
nicatioun ar ſufficientlie expreſſed: Y I TYF 
cauſe the forme and ordour ar not fo ſet fu? 
that everie Church and Miniſter may haue 
rance that they agre with vtheris in proceidigy 
it is thoghr expedient to draw y ordour, whit. 


vniuerlallie within this Realme ſhal be ob( 
ved. 


pag And firſt we man vnderſtand what crymes 
be worthy of excomunicatioun,and whar 
of publick cepeatence, 


N thefirſt, itjs to be noted thar all crymes 
Athat be the Law of God deferue death,deſerue 
DF iſo excomunicatioun frometheTocietic of Chry 
Ws Church, whither the offendar be papilt of 
Tproteſtant: for it is no" reaſſone that vnder pre- 
©Fenſle of djuerſitie of religioun, open Impietie 
Uhuld be ſuffered in the viſible body of Chritte 
Jeſus. And. thairfor wilfill murtherars, Adylte- 
ris ( fauchfullie conuid) Sorſerars, Wiches, 
coniurars, C harmars, and geuars of drynks to 
deſtroy children, & oppin blaſphemars(as if ony 
mance God, deniy the rrueth, & 2uthoritie of 
tis holle word, ray]! 492015 his bleſſed Sacrame- 
9uch'we ſay aucht to be exc6municat frome 
le ſocietie of Chriſts Church. That there Im- 
_ Pictie may be haldin in greatter horrour, & thag 
' Pay may. be the moir deiplic wounded percray: 
i | amrxtagn abhorred of the godlie. Aganis 
_ P*choppia maletaRoris the proceſſe may beiy 
Fr,forthe cryme being knawin, aduerriſment, 
lchr t6 be geuin to the Superintendent of the - 
loley, ether be rhe Miniſter, or be luch as cag 
| cue jnformatioun gfthat fat. Except ia 
P __ ONS As a. S- MY w_ A 2% ; 


reformed Townis and vther places where t 
Miniſterie is plated with Miniſter & Elderis a 
cording to the act of the general aſſemblie ma 
the 26. of December 1 5 6 8. And iftherel 
no Superintendent where the cryme is comi 
then aucht the informatioun to pas frome ſus 
as ar offended to the nixt Superintendent v| 
with expeditiouh aucht to direct his letters} p! 
Cammunds to the pariſh Church, where the off 
dar hath his reſidence if the Miniſterie be the 
planted, & if it be nor, or if the offendar have 
certang dwelling place, then auchrt the ſum 
be direR'to the cheif toun and beſt reforn 
Church' it that diocey, where the cryme 
commitred, appointing to the offendar cert 
day,tyme, and place, where and when he 
o_ befoir the Superintendent & his aſzifl 
ro 


'o heir that cryme tryed as tuiching the-true 
Tit andio qoiberfor kimaTal why the ſents 
cc of excommunicatioun ſhould not be pronu 
6d publidlie aganis him.If the offendar lauk 
lie warnit compeir not inquititioun being tak 
of the cryme, charge may. be geuin be the Sup 
intendent to the ?.' iiſters ſo many as ſhall 
thoucht neceſſ:-- © _ .r publicatioun of that ſe 
rence to pronu»... ..clamethe nixt ſonday,t 


forme whereof ſhall efter be declared, Bot 


m 
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ifthe offendar compeir and alledge for him (elf, - 
ony reaſſonable defece,to wit that he wil not be 
| fugitive frome the la&,bor wil abyd the cenſnre 
{ thereof for that offence, then may the ſentence 
of excomunicatis be ſuſpendit till that the Ma- 
iſtrat be required to try that cauſe wherein if 
ſu} the Magiltrats be negligent, Chen auchr the 
wh} Church frome ſecreit requiſitioun procetd till 
154 publique admonitioun,that the Magiſtratis ma 
ff be vigilant in that caus of bloode, which cryic 
hey vegeance yponethe hole land where it is ſched 
vithout puniſhmert. If no remedie be them can 
ung be found, then iuſtlie may the Church pronofice 
me the offendar excommunicat, as one ſuſpe&,beſi- 
di his cryme, to have corrupted the Iudges re- 
yengeris of the blood: and ſo aucht the Church 
uf to proceid to excommunicatioun, whitaer the 
y offendar be fugitive frome the law, or if he pro- 
eq cure pardoun,or illude the ſeveritic of Tuſtice be 
eq meanes-whatſoeuer, beſy dis the trycl] of his ig» -- 
uf nocencie; 
fd Ifthe offendar abyde ane aſsiſe and by the 
tfame be abſolued, then may not the Church pro 
pM nice excomunicatiod, bor iuſtlie may exhortthe 
h man be whoſe hand the blood was ſhed to entir_ 
i in conſideratioun with him ſelf how precious i3 


N the lyfe of man before God, and how ſeucirlis 
A3. 


God c&mandeth bloode ( howſoruir it be ſched; 
except it be by the ſword of the Magiſtrat)to be 
puniſhed. And ſo may inioyne vnto him ſuche] « 
{atisfactionis to be maid publictlie to the church | 
24 may bear teſtificatioun of his obedience and 
vnfeaned repeutance.. If the offendar be coui& 
and exccurioun follow according to the cryme, 
then vpone the hamble ſuyte of him that is to 
ſuffer my the eldars & miaultet of the - Church 
not onlie geue vnto him conſolatioun, bor alſo Pin 
pronunce the ſentence of abſolutioun, and his Pitt 
tin to be remitted according to his repentance 
and faithe. And thus moche for excomuuicatiofl | 

of publique offendaris, 
AN D yit forther wo man cofiddir that if the 
offendar be fugitiue frome the lawyſo that puni- 
ſhment can not be executed aganis him,in that 
caiſe the Church aucht to delay no tyme, bot 
vpone the notorietie of his cryme, & that he is 
fled tromethe preſence of the Iudge,it aucht to 
prouunce him exo:nunicated publictlie, and ſo 
contineuallic ro reput him, vnto ſuch ryme that 
the Magiltrart be ſatisfied. And ſo whither the 
, offendar be conuidt in iadgement,or be fugitiue 
 fromethe1}iw, The Church-aucht to procead to | 
the ſentence of excomuuicatioun. The forme 
wherot (ciloweth, 


| THE FORME:; © 
ef QgThe Miniſter in publidt audience 
hk of the pepill fall ay. 92%, 


T is cleirlie knowin vnto vs that. N. ſum- 
tymes baptiſed in the name of the father 8 
the ſone and of the holy ghoſt, & ſo reputed 
dcompted for one Chriſtiane, hath fearfullic 
in frome the ſocietie of Chriſts body by c6- 
tring of cruell & wilfull murther ( or by c6- 
tting filehy adulterie &c.)which cryme be the 
drof God deſerueth death. And becauſe the 
ileſvord is in the hand of Godds inagiſtrar 


ehauing place in the minilterie with greaf & 


ord granted be God to his Church, Thar ix ro 
dmunicat frome the tocietie of Chrift Teſus, 
me his bodie the Church, frome participati- 
nof Sacramentes and Prayeris with the'ſame. 
hefaid N. AND THER FOR IN 
HE NAME AND AVTHORI- 
IE OF THE ETERNAL GOD 


epronnuce the ſaid. N. excomunicat and 
curſed in that his wicked fate, And charges 


honotwithſtanding oft winkis at ſuch-crymes: 


our of our hartts ar compe!led tb draw the. 


. 
 [\D OF HIS SONE IESVS CHRIST. 
d 


that fauore the Lord Ieſus ſo to repute and © 


2 


ho!de him (or hir ) ynto ſuche tyme as t 
ether the magiltrat hane puniſhed the offend 
as Goddes las commandis, Or that the ſan 
offendar be reconſiled ro the Church aganelffr 
publique repentance: and in the meantymeqat 
earne{}lie deſire all faithful to cal to God tome 
ue the hearts of the'ypper powers ſo to punifcr 
ſuch horrible crymes that malefacors may fe 

to offend ewin for feare of puniſhment,and ale? 
Fo to tuiche the heart of the offedar that he mfg 
deiplie conſidder how fearfull it is to fall inthri 
handes of the eternall God. That by vnfe 

repentance. he may apprehend mercie in le 
Chcift and ſo awoid eternall coademnatioun. 


T H E ſentence of excommunicatioun 
+ pronounced the Church may not ſudd 
2dmit the muctherar, or conuict adulterat 
repentance and ſocietie of the faithfull , alb 
that pardone be purchaſſed of the magiltrat; 
firſt aucht inquiſition be taken if the murthe 
baue ſatisfied the partie oFended, that is the 
and freindis of the man ſlane. Which if heh 
nor done, nether is vnderſtand willing ſo to 
y church in no wayis may hear him. Box & if 
be willing to ſatisfie, & the freinds exceid mt 
ſuce & the poſkibilitic of him that hath com 
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Ia excommuniczt-at his firſt requeiſt:bor in ſuch 


lthecryme. Then avcht the Church to pur 
oderatioun to the vnreaſonable, in caiſethe 
aile magiſtrat hath not ſo done befoir: And To 
cad with him that offereth repenrance, that 
ze vilfulnes of the indiſcreit be not hinderan- 
eto the reconciliatioun of him that eirneſtlie 
raueth the benefite & ſocietie of the Church. 

AN D yit may not the Church receaue ony 


e mfgreuous crymes as befoir ar expreſſed( of vthe- 
ntþris ſhall be cfter ſpokin) fourtie dayis at the leaſt 


#11 


f 


| 
hd 


S6dayis in an public place befoir y Churchdure 
bau = pair headed cled in baſe & abieR 


j 2pparaill, having the ſame vappt © he vidd in 
q the murther , or the Tyke bloody in his bang, & 


FO. þilt! 
in conce aued words ſhall ſay to ſuch as ſhall enqg, 


ter into the Chruch; mite 
"THE" CONFESSTOVN OF THE 
| PONITENT. in (| 
O far hath ſathan gottin vicorie ouir me thathire 
crucllic I have ſched innocent blood,for ther 
which I haue deſerued death corporal and eter+þ,; | 
nall. And ſoI grant my ſelfe vaworthie of thehjin 
c6moun lyght or yitof the company of men.{an, 
And yit becauſe in God there is mercy that paſ-þ,c,, 
fith all meaſure; and becauſe the Magiſtrat hathþ 
not takin frome me this wrechit lyfe, I moſte 
earneſtlie deſyre ro be reconliled agane with} 
the Church of Chriſt Iefus, from the ſocietis 
whereof my iniquitie hath cauſed me to' be ex-þjj 
comunicated. And therefore in the bowellis of fi; 
Chriſt Leſus I craue of yow to pray with me ya+ þg | 
to Godythat my greuous cryme may be of him ſie 
remitred, & alfd that ye wilbe ſuppliantes with hun 
me to the Church,that I abyd not thus excom- þ 
municat vnto the end, | 
At the laſt of the thre ſondayis eerrtane of 
the Eldaris ſhal reccave him into the Church & 
preſcnt him before the preaching ptace,and ſhal þnj 
declairvnto the Miniſter that all that was inioy- 
ned to that offendar was obedienrlic fulfilled by þr 
him. Then ſhall the minitter recite vnto him all- 
welll 


the grevouſhes of his fin, as the mereyes 
MFGod if he be penitent. And thereefter ſhall 
wiceof the Church if that they defire any 
zer ſatisfaRtioun, and if no anſwer be gevin, 
n (hall the miniſte r pronounce his {in tobe 
Ahitted according ro his repentanice, and ſhall. 
eÞort the Church ro embrace him as one bro= 
Gr efter. that prayer and thaokis geving be 
hin vnto God, as efrer ſhall be deſcryued, 
MiAnd thus far to be obſerued for the ordourin 
auing of rhame that hath comutted capitall 


ymes, be it murther,adulteric,incell wichcraff 
nthens befoir expreſſed, 6 
Keſteth yit one vther kynd of offendaris that 
ere excommunicatioun, Albeit not To ſum« 
rlie,to wit, ſuch as haue bene parttakars with 
thin do&rine and Sacraments. And haue retur- 
*þd back agane to the pap\ſtrie, or have geyin 
U fete preſence to ony parte of there abhomina= 
h $un, or yit that of ony long cotineuance with 
* Þy thame ſcifis frome the focietic of Chriſtis - 

Pdy, ahd frome the participatioun of the Sa- 
f kms when thay ar pnbliQlic miniſtrat. Such 
C þdoubr declair thame felfis worthy of excom - 
| Þnicatioun, Bot firlt they man be called ether 
, 


Fore the Superintendet with ſum ioyned with 
by, or ellis befoir the Eldaris and ſe{sioun of F 


bet and nixt reformed Church, where the, 
dars hath their reſilence, who man accuſe th&, 
defeftioun : exhorte them to repentance, 
declair theme the danger where they ſtan& 
| Whomifthe offendar herith, the ſeſsiouny,, 
Superintendent may appoynt him ane dayfhjj 
ſarisfie the Church publiclie, whome by hu 
feRioun he had offended. Bot if he c6tinew (i 
burne, then may the ſeſsioun or Superintendgy; 
command the Miniſter or Miniſters to declajy 
nixt ſounday the defeRioii of iuch ane perſqh 
and his obltinat contempt, & this aduertiſmg/ 


geuin.tvo ſoundayis,the thrid may the ſentalgj 


of excomunicatoun be pronounced. 
Offences that deſerue publiQ Repentance, Amd ie 
reg 


ordor te proceid thereincill 

_OVch offences as fal not vnder the ciuile ſwf 
iDand yit ar ſcladerous and offenſiue in * 
"Churche deſerue ak repentance , and itt 
theſe ſum ar more haynous the vtheris, fornig*" 
tion, drunkenes yſed, ſwering, curiſed ſpeakin Je 
chyding, feghting, brauling, and commoung 
ep of the ordour of the Church, brekin ofiiÞ9% 


2bboth,and ſuchlike,aucht to be in no perſc hon 

ſuffered. Bot the. ſclander being knawin, th ** 

 offendar ſhould be called befvir the Miniſtenſ® 

his cryme prouin, accuſed, rebuked, and he 7 
mandy 


thanded publictlie to fatisfie the Church: which 
re offendar refu's they may proceid to exc6- 
pvnication, as efter ſhall be declared. If the offe- 
lr compeir not, ſummunds aucht to pas to the 
Acid tyme. And then in caiſc he compeir nor, > 
tbe Church may decerne_th< ſentence to be 
Sronunced. | | 
theris be les haynous & yit deſerue admoniti- 
n.As wanton & viin wordes, vacomlie geſtu- 
neghgence in hearing the preachcingis,or ab 


p j0 


Ening from th ee Lorgis table when it i publi- 
lie miniſtrat, ſuſpirioun of auarice or of pryde 


ſope ute or ryatoulnes in _cheir or rayment, 
ze t 


eve ſay & ſuch viheris y of the world arnor 
warded deſeruc admonitioun, amonges the mE 
Ihres of Chrittis body. Firſt, fecreatlie by on or 
{two,of thoſe that firſt eſpy the offence. Which 
d fthe perſone ſuſpced. hear, and geuedecla- 
.;gntioun, of amendment, .then there nedeth no 
Afarther proceſſe. Bot if he PAs & diſpiſe 
the admonitioun, then ſhuld the formar admo- 
obpiſars tak ro them ſelfis two or thre faithfull & 
doneſt witnes, in whoſe preſence the fuſpeRed 
{{ offendar wald be abmoniſhed, and the cauſis of 
nl there ſuſpitioun declared. To whom if then he 
Cove lignificatioun of repentance and promeſle 
14 % amendment, they- may cuct of all forther ac- 


euſatioun.Bot& if he obltinatlie contEpnehy rec 
theſaid admonitiouns, then aucht the brit the 
ſecund brethren_ ligoite che Mater to tHe mit. Ct 
ſer. and eldaris 'in there ſeſsioun, who auch t 
call the offendar, aad befoir the comptenar! 
 euſehimalſycill of rhe cryme, as of Þ cotenp 
of the admonitioun : if then he acknawledge 
offence & be willing to ſacisfie the brethren | 
foir offended, & the ſeſyoun-theg/preſent thi 
nedith no farther publicarioun of that offengu 
Bort.if he declair him ſelf inobedient ro theſy the 
ſioun. Then without delay the nixe Song Kt 
aucht the cryme, & the ordour of admonitioug the 
paſſed'befoir be publiRtie declared to the Chy the 
rch, Andthe perfone(sithour ſpeciticatiounſ fb 
his name) be admonifhed to ſatisfiein' pub 
that which he refufed to do in ſecrejr, and tl oft 
for the firlt, If he offerris him {clf to the Churgout 
befoir thenixt Sonday. The dilcretioun of thirep 
Miniſterie may tak ſueh'dtdour as may fatidlyo. 
alſweill the private perſonis that firſt war offey| 1 
ded as the Church declaring the repenrance,tſþcl 
ſubmiſcion of that brother, that befvir appeardyas 
ſtubburne, and incorrigible, Bot and if he abyJvhi 
the ſecound admonitioun publi&, when tatþpp 
his name ſhalbe expreſſed, and his offenſes aft 
ſtubburzes declared, then can no fatisfaction| 
Pe 


be reſaued, bot in publiR: yea, it may not'be 
j receaued befoir that he haue humblie required 
4 theſame ofthe Miaiſterie and ſefioun of the 
$ Church im there appointed aſſemblie.If he con- 
tinew Nubburne, then the thrid Sonday auche 
hebe charged publilieto :ſatisfie the Church 
for his offence and contempt, vnder the pane of 
exc6municatioun. The ordour whercof ſhall cf> 
4 1er be declarcd. 7 . 
g- AND thus ane ſmal offence or ſclander may 
g4ulllic deſeruc excommunicatioun, be relſone of 
{\rbe comretpt & diſobedience of the offendar, 
4 Ethe offeagar ſchaw him ſelf, penitent betuene 
1d thefrſt admonitioun and the ſecund, & ſatisfe 
hy the Miniſterie of the Church. and the brethren 
Cibar befoir war offended in there aſſemblie, then 

Itmay ſuffice that the Miniſter at comandemenr 
ofthe ſcſfsioun declair the nixt Sonday ( with- 
eut compeiriog or expreſing of the perſone)his 
repentance avd ſubmiſcioun, in theſe or vther 
is yordis. —_ 
fel 1T W A'S ſignified v2to yew befoir (deirlie 
&bclovit) that ane certane brother ( or brethren) 
ravas noted or at the laeſt ſuſpeed of ſome offece 
byJvhercof he being admomithed be one and two 
rappered lyghlie ro regard the ſame. And there- 
adGoir yas he and bis offence notified vnto the 
0 


el 


| 
't 


Miniſterie in thare aſſemblie, who according to? 
thare dewrtie & charge accuſed him of the ſame] 
And not finding in him ſuch obedience as th 
profeſiioun of ane chriſtiane requireth, fearing" 
that ſuch offences & ſtubburnes ſhould engeadP®! 
er contempt and'infeRyvtheris. THEY wif" 
compelled to notifie yato, yow the cryme, & tl b 
proceidingis ofthe ſefsioun., mynding to hu 
ſocht tke vitermoſt reamedie in caiſe the offer” 
dar had c6tineved obſtinat:bot ſeing that it half” 
pleaſed God to mollifie the hart of our broth?" 
whoſename weneid not to expreſſe (o y he hat") 
net onlie acknowledged his offece;bot alſo hulf®* 
fullie ſatisfied the bretheren thar firſt war offenſ?*" 
ded and vs the Miniſterie. And hath promeſ 0s 
to abſteane frome all apperance of ſuch evili{ Gi 
whereof he was ſuſpeRed and admoniſhed; hat 
we haueno iuſt cauſe to proceid to ony ſtruc 
farther extremitie, bot rather to glorifte _ 
God for the ſubmiſsioun of our bro-,, | 
ther, & yofeanedlie pray vnto him bu 
that in the [yke caiſe weand - 
eueric one of vs may 


geuethelyke. | 
obedicace | ha 


[4%] 


ARE FORME AND ORDOVRE 
> | _ ofpublictrepentance. 
FT is firſt tro be obſerued, that none may be ad-: 
Initted to publict repworance, except that firſt 
Fay be admitted thairco be the Seſsioun & Al+ 
nblie of the Miniſteris and Elderis, in the: 
hich they ought ſharplie to be examinar, what 
Fare and terrour they haue of Gods'Tudgeme-. 
es, what haitrent of finne and doloure for the 
Heme :and what ſenſe and feilling they haue of 
ods mercyes,in the which if they be ignorant 
aſthey ought diligentlie to be inſtructed, for it 18 
aſhotan mocking to preſent ſuche to publi& re- 
 Jpentance, as nether vnderſtand what finne 1s, . 
hat repetance is, what is grace, nor be whome: 
Gods fauour and mercic purcheſſed. After thE 
"That the offender ſhall be in the. Aſſemblie in-. 
' fined fo that he haue ſum taiſt of Gods Iudge. 
nentes, bot cheifly of Gods mercyecs in. Chriſt. 
leſus, he may be preſented before the. public 
burche vpon an Sonday after the Sermon,and. 
etoro the prayeris and Plalme, and then the 
Miniſter ſhall ſay. © A 
Beloued and derreſt brethren-we be reaſone 
f our charge & Miaiſterie preſent befoir yow . 
tas brother, that by infirmitie of fleſhe and craft 
{i Sarhan hes feirfullie fallen from the obediec 
B, 
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df his God by committing .N, of an cryme Q,,. 
(let the ſinne be expreſſed) by the which helF 
not onlie offended againſt the majeſtie of Ch: 
bot alio by the ſame hes geuin great ſclarg ho 
and offen-e till his holy Congregatioun :gy 

therefo r= doeth till his ow en confuſiovn , (þ 
ro the glorieof God and our great confort)p,.: 
ſent him ſelf heir before yow , to witneſſe 
c.eclare his ynfeaned repentance: The thriſt q,, 
2: e care that he hes to be recoiſelled with (4,1 
th10w jeſus Chriſt,and with yow bis brethqy, . 
>!:ome he bathe offended: And therefore. 
requiſice that ye and he vnderſtand what a, 
rance e* have to requyre ſuche public ſi, 4 
faction of him: what profeit we ought to leaſe, 
in the ſame: and w har profeit & vtilitic redo 
des to boeth of this his humiliatioun. 

Ther pavlict repentance is the inſtitutioun 
God,and not mines inventioun may be plan 
gadgcred of the wordes of our maiſter, conn, 
cingthatif ony haue offended his brotha, 
what, forte ſo ever it be, that he ſhall goto hi 4 
2nd be recour felled vnto his brother : if the on 
tence con nutied agai-ft cne brother requyh, 
recorfibatioun : the offence committed agai y 
mary brethren requ.yreth the ſame. Apdilg , 
nan be chargeit be Clirilt leſus, togotoarg 


e Gthome he hath offended, & thair by cofeſsing 
hef his offence requyre reconliliation : muche 
iris he bound to ſeik an whole multitude 
home he hes offended, and before thame with 
*Kll humilitic requyre the ſame. For y wo which 
maiſter Chriſt Ieſus pronunceth againſt e- 
Mterie man that hes offended the leaſt one within 
lis Churche, remaneth vpon eucrie publict of- 
ender , vnto ſuche tyme as he declare him ſelf 
ling to remoue the ſame: which he can never 
Joo voto ſuche tyme as he let the multitude 
Ivhome he hes offended vnderſtand his vnfea- 
* *Jhed repentance. Bot becauſe that all men of vp- 
pycht Iugement agre in this, that publi&t of- 
Fences requyre publict repentance, we pas to the 
nd head, which is, what 1s it that we haue to 
nf}dder in the fall and ſinne of this our bro- 
her:if we conſidder his fall and finnein him 
lay wy, without having conſideration of our ſelfes 
"4 Jadof our owen corruptioun , we fall proffeit 
: l thing, for ſo ſhall we bot deſpyle our brother 
, d flatter our ſelfes, Bot if we ſhall earneſtlie 
"Fonfidder what nature we beare, what corruptis 
5" JÞrketh in ir, how prone and reddy cueric one of 
£ sto ſuche and greater impietie,then ſhall we 
©"Þithe finne of this our brotber accuſe & dipne 
bf oven finnes, in his fall _ we conſidder & 
» 3» 


lawent our ſinful-nature, alſo ſhall we 10yne( 
repentance, teares,and prayeres with him &Þ 
knowing that no fleſhe can be iuſtefyed bei . 
Gods preſence,if iudgemet proceid withoutq 
cy. The proffeit which this our brother & 
haue of this his humiliation is,that we'& he nf? 
be aſſured that moir reddie is our god to recaſ 
vs to mercy throwght Teſus Chriſt, his only ſo”: 
then we ar to craue it; It is not fin be it never, 
greuous,thar ſhall debar vs from his fauour ify,.. 
ſeik to his mercy: for as all haue ſinned, & ar 
thame ſelfis deſtitute of Godis grace, g0i: cl 
reddy to ſhaw mercy vnto al,that ynfenedliet 
for the ſame: Yea, he doeth not onlie reſaue ſig, .. 
25 come, bot he by the mouth of his deir for \\ 
calleth vpone ſuch as be burdened and Jaidey . 
with ſin,and ſolewpnedlic promeſeth that” 
will reſreſhe thame. w 
We haue beſ1ds ane vther commoditie, m7 
wit, that if we ſha!l heirefter fall in the lyke w) 
greater(for we ſtand notby our awin pont 
bot by grace onlie )that we be not eſchamed A 
this ſame fortto humble: our ſelf and conf: 
our offence. Now therefore brother as we 
praiſe God in this your humiliatioun, beſeik 
him that it be without hypocriſie. So it becu , 
eth yow carneſtlie to 'confidder of what my of 


: 


ed with what hart ye preſeat your (elf heir be< 
Tore this Aſſenvlic.lt is not your taae that ſhal 
Weperate yow from your God,nor from his mer- 
Ty in leſas Chriſt, if yowrepeat the lame : bar 
ypocrylic & inpenitencie which God remoue 
"Frome yow andvs is no wiſe tolicrablebefore his 
'« preſence. 
7 The off:nder ought proteſt before God thar 
F heis ſory for his finne,and vnfeanedly deſyreth 
"IGod to be mercyfuli va to him, and that for the 
; obedience of his deare Sone our Lord Ieſus 
- ]Chriſt. 
" THE MINISTER. 
If - Ny gens 
» W- can only fe that which is without, and 
O according to your confeſs;oun Iuge, lea- 
wing the ſecreites of the hart to God, who oalie 
can try and ſearch the ſame. Bot becauſe vafea - 
. and repeatance for ſinne, and ſimple confeſsion 
{the ſame, are the mere giftis of God, we will 
4 9yne our prayeris with youris, that the one aud 
of the vther may be granted to yow and vs. 
f g&THE PRAYER. 
wi Ternall and cuerleuing God Father of our 
j4—-Lord Iefus Chriſt, thow chat by the mouth 
 Jofthy holy Propheires and Apoſtilles, hes plane 
he pronanced that thow deſyrelt not the death 
Jofane finner, bot rather that he may conuert8& 


live : who alſo hes ſend thy only Sone to ſufſ'? 
the cruell death of the Croce, not for the iuſÞ 
bot for ſuche as find them ſelfes oppreſſed wit”) 
burden of finnes. That by him and his aduoaſ®*® 
tion they may haue acceſſc to the throne of thf®* 
grace, being aſſured that before the they ſhaÞ"* 
find fauour and mercy. Weare conuened (f* 
Lord ) in thy preſence, and that in the named” 
this ſame our Lord Ieſus thy deare Sone: to ac f 
cule before the our {innes,and before the feitof 
thy maicſtie,to crave mercy for the ſame. We" 
moſite hiblie beſeche the o Father of mercy n | 


T, 


firſt that thow will tuiche and moue our hang? 


n 


by the power of thy holy Spirite 1n ſuche ſone®" 
that we may come to ane trew knawlege of 0 _ 
ſinnes: Bot cheifly, 6 Lord, it will pleaſe thet "a 
. moue the hart of this our brother .N. &c, whiſ?* 


dic 


as he hes offended thy maieſtie, & an great ni 
anc 


ber of this thy holy Cbngregation by his 
uous and publi& finne , ſo doeth he not retuſ”"* 
publiclie,to acknowledge & confeſle the ſam 
as that this his humiliatioun geuin to the glor th 
of thy name preſentlie doeth witnes : Bot bef®* 
cauſe, 6 Lord, the external confeſsioun witho! ed 
the dolour of the hart auaileth nothing in thy" 
reſence, we moſte humblic beſeche the tha 
thowv wilt ſo cfteuallic mouc his hart & _ 


4ſo,that he and we withoue hypocryſie, damp- 
- gping that which thy Law pronunceth iniult, 
hay attcane to ſome ſenſe and fealing of thy 
jercy , which thow hes aboundaatly ſhawega 
nto mankynde in leſus Chriſt our Lord. 
{þ,jGrant,0 Lord, vnto this our brother the repen« 
1 ($poce of the hart, and ſincere cofeſion of tne 
« outh to the praiſe of thy Name,to the coforte 
af thy Church , and to the confudgon of Sathan, 
++ And ynto vs grant © Lord, that albeit we ci not 
wiluealcogether clene of finne, yer that we fal noc 
yen horrible crymes to the diſhonour of thy holy 
rraName; to the ſclander of our brethren , and in- 
rtamic of thy holy-Euangell which we profeſle, 
ofLerthy godlie power, 6 Lord , ſo ſtrenthen our. 
. nl Vaiknes, that nether the craft of Sathan,nor the 
+ ſtyrannie of ſinne draw vs vtterlie from thy obe+ 
\nIdience. Giue ys grace, 6 Lord, that by holynes 
and innocencie of lyfe, we may declare to this 
pvicked generatioun what difference there is be- 
f{uix the {ones of light, & the ſonnes of darknes, 
hat men ſcing our gude workis may gloritie the 
od thy Sone Telus Chriſt our only Sauiour and 
demer, to whome with the and the holy Spi- 
rite be all honour, praiſe, and glorie now and - 
feucr, Amen, | 
6 


( 


THE PRAYER FINISHEhjpti 
' the Miniſter ſhall rurne him to the penflſuc 
rent brother, and in full audience ſhal ſarhoudt 
E have hard brother what'is your dewiiſte 
'4 trowardes the Church which ye haue offahev! 
ded,to wit, that willinglic ye c6teſſe that cryng{kt! 
that ye haue committed , aiking God mercy feb 
the ſame,and:ſo that ye may reconſeill your ſthed 
to the Church., which ye-haue offended. Yoke) 
haue hard alfo the affeRis & care of the Churdſſui! 
rowardes yow there penitent brother notwithſNo 
ſtanding your greuous fall, to wit ,'that weilfay 
heir preſcorioyne our ſinnes with your finne} \ 
we all repute and <ſteame your fall to be ouffor 
oven: we accuſe our ſelfes no les then we acculyfor 
yov : now finallic we ioyne our prayeres: witlſded 
youris, that we and ye may obtene mercy , andpo! 
that by the meanes of our Lord ITeſus Chriſt, Jop! 
Let vs therefore brother haue this 'conforted{im 
yow, that ye will oppenlie and femplie confell{So1 
your cryme , and giue to vs atteſtation of youjent 
ynfeancd repentance, ft 
\ The penitent ſhall then oppenlie confeſſe th{lec 
cryme whartſocuer it be, aod ſhall deſyre Godſſus 
mercy , and pray the Church to call ro God fo an 
mercy vith him, and vnfeanedly deſyre that byfit 
may be ioyned againe to their ſocietic & nlbes al 
| 


hf the penitent be confounded with ſhame, or 
fuche one as can notdiltiactlie ſpeik to the 
(nkoofort and inſtruction of che Church. the Mi- 
diſter ſhall mak repetition,that eueric head may 
Fahe vnderſtand by rhe ſelf, and thereatter ſhall 
yngk the penitent if that be his conteftion, & it ſo 
r fe deleverth. His aaſwer affirmatiue being reſa- 
ſeed, the Miniſter (hl alk the Congregation if 
Vﬀkey ludge any forther to be requyred for their 
rrif:tioun, and reconſiliation of that brother. 
No cotradictioun being made,the Miniſter ſhal 
eaſy to the penitent. 
ned We have hard deare brother your confelsi6, 
uſer the which we from our hartis praiſe God, 
uſgforin it the Spirite of Teſus Chriſt hath confou- 
Itfded the Deuill, and broken doun his head and 
ndpover in that,thar ye to the gloric of God have 
 foppenly dampned your ſelf and your 1mpiertic, 
 aioploring grace and mercy for Chriſt Ieſus his 
lSones ſake, This ſtrenth, ſubmiſsion and obedi- 
ence can not proceid from fleſhe and blude,bor 
Fthe fingular gift of the holy Gholt. Acknow- 
iq ledge therefore it to be geuin vnto yow by Ie- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, and now tak head leaſt ar 
ojany tyme ye be vamyndefuil of this great beni- 
q fite, which no doubt Sathan doeth inuy , & vill 


, :hile by all meanes poſible that yow may a- 


buſe it : he will not ceaſe to tempt yow to fall, 
gaine ia ſuche or crymes more horrible. Bot rg, 
{iſt the Deuill and he ſhall flee from yow. Li. 
ja ſobrietie, be inſtant In prayer,commend you, 
ſelf vafeanedlie to God, who as he is faithfull,,, 
ſhall he giue to vs viRorie ouer ſiane, death, 
Sathan, and that by the meanes of our head ane 
Souerane campioun Ieſus Chrilt , to whome 
all praiſe glorie and honour now & cuer. Amend; 
&&Aue admonition to the Church. 7 

16! 

JT is your dewrtie brethren to tak exemple we 
--this our penitent brother:firlt , that ye be v b 
ar; diſpleaſed in your owe hearts for yolhje 
ſinne:, ſecundarly,that with this our brother yihge 
accuſes the in the ſyght of God, imploring grackg 
and 'mercy for your offences committed : aidyjye 
laſt, if any of yow ſhall after this publictlic of-han 
fend that ye refuſe not with the lyke reuercnhgr 
to {atiſtie the Church of God offended in yovſh4] 
Now only reſteth that ye remit and foryet allhig, 
offences which ye haue conſaued heretofore by(1e 
the ſinne and fall of this our brother, accept and{,qq 
embrace him as ane member of Chriſts body:la|y, 
none take vpon him to reproche or accuſe hilth{; 
for any offences that before this hour he hatl}gj, 

committed, 


li nitted. And that he may have the better aſ* 
ce of your good wil and recocihation pro- 
te your ſelfes before God, and render him 
/0finkes for the conuerſion and repentance of 
$5 our brother. 
fl 2g The thankes geuing, 
a7 Eauenly Father , fontanc of all mercy and 
MJ conſolation, we confelle our ſeltes vnwor- 
tie to be compted amonges thy children, if 
joy haue reſpeR to the corruption of our na- 
rebut ſeing ir hath pleaſed thy fatherly good 
16,not only trelie to chuſe vs,in thy deare fone 
 OurLord Teſus Chriſt , by his death to redeme 
ths, by his Euangell to cal-vs,and by his holy ſpi- 
White (which bothe are thyne) to illuminate vs, 
Pot atſo that thow hath commanded thy word 
End holy Euangell to be preached, to the end, 
Nhat the penitent ſhall haue an aſſurance of the 
Themiſtion of their finnes, not only for a tyme, 
(hor euen als oft as men from ſorrowfull hearts 
ſhall call for thy grace and mercy. In conſidera- 
ion of this thy fatherlie adoption and ineffable 
YIclemencie ſhowen vpon vs we can not bot praiſe 
02nd magnifie thy fatherlie mercy : an teſtimonie 
*yhercof we not only feale in our ſelfes, bur alſo 
Meth the ſame euidentlic in the conuerſion of 


7 this our brother, rhome Sathi for an tyme held 


þ 
. 


in bondage bot now is ſet at fredome by | P 
power of our Lord Tefus Chriſt, and 4s return, 
againeto the ſocietie of his body : Grant yn . 
vs heauenlic father,that he and we may more 
more be diſpleaſed for our tinnes, and proca 
in all maner of good workes,to the praiſe of! 
holy name, and edification of thy Church, 


jeſus Chriſt our Lord and only Sautour.So bei ” 


The thankes finiſhed,the Miniſter ſhall ” 
quyre of the penitent if rhat he wil be ſubie} 
to the diſcipline of the Church in caiſett El 
he after offendeth, who anſwering that! " 
will, the Miniſter ſhall fay in maner of ably . 
lution. % 

If thow vnfeanedly repentis thy formerit 

iquitie, and beleucs in the Lord Iefus, then li ' 
his Name pronunce and affirme that thy ſian: T 
ar forgevin not only in earth, but alfo in the h q 
uen according to the promiſes annexed with thx 
preiching of his word , and to the power putit 
the Minilterie of his Church. 

Then ſhal the Elders & Deacons with My © 
niſters ifany be, in name of the hole Churd of 
take the reconſealed brother by the hand, 8 hy 

embrace him ia ſigne of full reconfiliation. a 
1hercafter ſhall the Churche {ing the .10, Þ 
Pſalm 


of 
'v] 


of Palme, ſo muche as they think expedient. 
©, And fo ſhall the Aſſemblie with the benedi- 
T &ion be dimiſled; 
q The forme of excommunication, 
a Aries that all admonitiones, bothe private & 
ubli& be paſt, as beſore is ſaid, then muſt 
" $ Ghurck proceid to exconmamiceda the 
offender remaine obſtinate. The Sonday there- 
foreafter the thrid publi& admonition, the Mi- 
. {1iſter being before charged be the Sefsion or 
+ Blders, ſhall thus Ggaifie vnto the Church after 
\] Sermon, 
] Itisnot vnknowen vnto yow, with what leni- 
Treand carefulnes the Miniſterie and the whole 
| Church by private & publit admonitions hath 
"| foght N. &c. to ſatisfhe the Church, and to de- 
carehim ſeff penitenr of his greuous crymes & 
Trebellion by the which he hath offended Gods 
Miieſtie, blaſphemed his holy Name,and offen- 
{ded his Church, in whome to this day we fnde 
Jrothing bot abbr es, we can not therefore of 
\4;] conſcience wink any longer at the diſobedience 
-ol *fthe ſaid ,N. leaſt that his exemple infeEt and 
| tort vthers, We are compelled theretore i in the 
There of God to  giterh the ſaid -N. in the hands & 
ol power of the Deuill, to the diſtrution of the 


(0 


fleſhe,ifthat by that meane he may be broghzhon 
the colideration of him ſelf, & ſo repent, & ya! 
id that fearful codempnation that ſhall fal onÞny 
inobedient in the day of the Lord Ieſus. agjom« 
leaſt that ony ſhal think that we do this of m 
lie preſumptioun withour the aſſurance of! 
Scriptures , ye ſhall ſhorthe heir what comm 
dement and authoritie we haue fo to do. 

Firſt, we haue the commandement of our n{ bun 
er and Sauiour Teſus Chriſt, to holde ſucheſ$det 
Ethnikes & publicanes,as will not heir the vaſt! 
of the Church. Br plaine it is, that this obliþ gal 
nate .N, hath contempteouſly refuſed all hq mo! 
ſome admonitions, and therefore we not oneq dec 
two, but the whole Church muſt holde hing alc 
ane publicane,that is, as one cutted of the boi lie 
of Teſus chriſt, & vnworthie of any ſocictie vii 
him, or with the benefites of his Church, tillly ©} 
new conuerſion and his reſauing againe. yet 

Secundarly, we haue the command of the 0" 
poltle S.Paule,and that feareful ſentence, whit the 
he being abſent did notwithſtanding pronung Vit 
again{ the inceſt, with his ſharp rebuke to th fe 
Corinthianes, becauſe that with greater zeale! ſeir 
expedition they expelled not frome amongy rc 
them that wicked man. And if any think that) Veil 
offcce of this foirnamed obſlinate, is not ſo hay} | 
no 


\Lpons,a5 that of the inceſt, let ſyuche vnderſtang, 
that mercy and favour may rather be granted til 
maoy vther finne , then to the contempt of hole- 
me admonitions,and of theiuſt and laughfull 
girabances of the Church. For vther ſinnes how 
$7yhous t hat ever thay be( ſo beit that they 
gicſerue not death ) as.-by vnfeaned repentance 
they are remitted before God, fo vpon the ſame 
ad dumblie offered vnto the Church , orcour may 
efddetaken that the offender may be conforted, & 
rogat lenth reſtored ro the ſocietie of the Church 
of againe:but ſuche as proudlie contempne the ad- 
b4 monitions of the Church, private or public, 
ed declare thame ſelfes ſtubburne , rebellious, and 
together impenitent,and therefore moſte juſt- 
of lie ought they ro be excommunicarte. 

i The precepr of God geuin vnder the Law to 
j apell from the middes of Gods people, ſuch as 
xere leprous (without exceprion of perſones) 1s 
eMtvsan aſſurance that we ovght to expell from 
< the ſocietic of Chriſtes body ſuche as be ftriken 
q vith ſpiritual] leprofie, for the one is no les in- 
g fetive and dangerous then 15 the vther. Now 
{ ſing that we know e excommunication is Gods 
| ordinance, let vs in few wordes vnderitand the 
tilitieand vſe of rhe ſame. 

aff By it firlt is the Churche purged of oppen 
1) 


fP 


/ 


wicked doers, which is no ſmal commoditie,eÞ 
fiddering that we feght in the myddes and «pp 
of this wicked generation , which ſciketh in 
nothing more then occalion of ſclander. Sec 
darly,by it is the Church and euerie member; 
the ſame reteaned in obedicce and feare, whe 
of all had neid if the frayltie of our fleſhe (þ 
be rightly conſiddeted. Thridly, by it we ex 
ciſe ane ſingulare worke of cheritie, whill thÞ 
we declare our ſelfes careſull ro kepe the flodf 
of Chrilt in puretie of maners,and without « 
ger to be infected : for as it were an work botif 
vncheritable and cruell to ioyne together 
one bed perſones infected with peſtiler or vii 
contagious and infective {ores with tender ch 
dren, or with ſuch as were hole : ſo is it no 
crueliie to ſuffer amonges the flocke of Id 
Chriſt tuch obſtinat rebelles. For trew ist! 
| ſentence of the Apoille, an lytill leauen cor 
teth the whole maſſe. But leaſt thar we ſhal ſea 
to viurpe power oner the Church,or to do uft 
thing without the knowledge and cofent oft 
whole body , for this preſent we delay the ( 
tence, wiiling {uch as haue any thing to obit 
in the contrairto propenethe ſamethe nixt if 
fion day, or elles to fignihe the ſame to ſome ne 
the Miniiteris or Eldaris that anſy cr may begp** 
uin the 
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& thereto » and in the meane tyme we will eall 
ho God for the conuerſion of the impenitent., 


CThe prayer for the obſtinat. 


Ternall and euerlyuing God, Fatner of our 
IL Lord Iefus Chriſt , whole verray propertie 
wsto ſhewe mercy,and to reſtore lyfe, euen whC 
homannes Iudgement death hath gottin domi- 
\\Inion ouer thy creatures:for thow firſt ſoght,cal- 
1 Ned, accuſed, and conuiced , our Father Adame 
ther his tranſgreſsion, & being ſo dead in finne, 
d thrall to Sathan, that he could nether con- 
felle his offence,nor yet alk mercy for the ſame. 


vil 

FThoy by thy fre promyſes of mercy and grace, 

o (dave ynto him an NEV lyfe,and ſtrenth to reper. 

(«ſhe ſame ordour multe thow kepe,6 Lord, with 


thy choſen children of his poſteritic. For in 
annes corrupt nature there can be no obedi- 


Face, whill that thow by operation of thy hohe 


| 
o aPFpirite worke the ſame. And therefore we moſte 
.{humblic beſcke the for Teſus Chriſt thy Sones 


eſok piritullic to look vpone this thy creature, 
'Lho ones was bapriſed in thy name: & hath pro- 
EN:d him ſelf ſubieR to thy religioun,and vnro 
he diſcipline of thy Church:whome fathan (al 
gſkce) now £0 blyndeth that obſtinatly he conte- 
C 


pneth the one ard the yther. We have folloy 
6 Lorde, therevlle preſcribed vnto ws by 
decir Sone our Lord Iefus Chriſt in admoniſhi 
and threatning him, bot hidderto haue prof 
nothing concerning him & his humiliatioun, 
'Bor & Lord as thow allone knowes, fo m 
thow allone change and mollihe the harte: 
the proude and impenitent. Thow by the va 
of thy Propheit Nathan walkened Dauid tro 
his dedlic ſecuritie. Thow without ony proplt 
ber doune the pryde of Manaſles in the preſe 
efter that he Shad ched the bloode of thy iq , 
vandis, and had repleniſhed Teruſaiem with 
kynd of impietie. Thow turned the hart of Pe 
at the looke of thy deir Sone, oure Lord leq , 
Chriſt efter that feirfullie with horrible im} 
cationis he had thriſe oppinlie denyed him, 
O Lord thy mercyes without meaſure indureſ 
euir, To the which we efter long trawel do re 
this obſtinat & impenitcr. Earneſtlie defiringt 
0 father of mercies, firſt ſo to peirſe his bart 
the feir of thy ſeueir iudgemets y he may be 
to vnderitid rhat thus cotemning all ho!ſome 
monitions he prouokis thy wraith & indignati 
aganilt him ſelf. Oppen his eyis that he may 
how feirfu! & terrible 4 thing it 1s to fal intot 
hands: & thereftir molifie and oyar his harte| 


the vntion of thy holie ſpirit. That he may vn- 
'J feanedlie couert vnto the, & geue vato the that 
honour and obedience y thow requireſt in thy 
holie worde, & ſo to our c6fort that now murne 
for his rebellioun, that he may ſubic& him ſelf 
tothe iuſte ordinance of thy Church, & awoide 
that feirfull vengeance that moſt aſſuredlie ſha!l 
. ] fillvpone all the inobedient. Theſe thy graces 
Heauinlie Father, & Farther as Thow knowetit 

P'J tobe expedient for vs & for thy Churchvniuer- 
of fall we call according as we be taught to pray 

/ ' beour Souerane Mailter Chriſt Feſus ſayings 

'- OVR FATHER, &Cc. 


* TH E ſecund Sounday efter ſermone & pub- 
li& prayeris the minitter ſhall in audience of 
* | the ns Church alk the Eldars & Deacons, who _._/ 
0 man fit in ane emineat & propir place,that there 
aſgcr may be hard. 
| rhe 
HATHEF N. whomethe laſt day we admo- 
F tiſhed vnder the pane of excommunicatioun to 
] fatisfie the Church for his public ſclander and 
| contempt of the n-iniſterie be him ſelf or be any 
| Vther oFerred his obedience vnto yow. 
They ſhall anſwer as the tructh 13 yea or nay. 
IF lic hathe ſoghtthe fauoris of any wittiii 
CZ, 


the miniſterie with promiſe of obedience, the 
ſhall farther proccfle be delayed, and he con 
manded, to appeir before the ſelsioun in ther 
nixt aſſemblie where ordour may be takin ft 
his pubI1& repentance, as in the formar head 


expreſſed, If he have not labored to ſatisfheth 


Church, then ſhall the miniſter proceid and ſy, 

IT can not be bot dolorous to the bodie thi 
any one membre thereof ſhould be cur of and 
periſh, and yet it aucht to be more feirfull to th 
member then to the bodie, for the membre cy 
of can do nothing bot putrefie and periſh, & ji 
the bodice may reteane lyifand ſtrenth. Bot th 
rebellioun of this obſtinat may proceid in on 
parte frome ignorance for it may be that he v 
deritanderh not what excomunicatioun 1s, att 
what is the danger of the ſame: | ſhall therefq 
in few wordis oppin the one and the vther. 

L aughfull excommunicatioun( for the thor 
dringis of that Romane Antichriſt ar bot vanitt 
and wynd,) 1s the cutting of ftrome the body 
lIefus C h:1ft, frome participatioun of his holy 
cramentis, and frome public prayeris with by 
Church.by publict & ſolemned ſentence all ob- 
{tinat and 1mpenitent perſonis eftir dew admon 
tionis, which ſentence laughtullie pronunced i 
earth is ratified in the heavin,by byuding of tht 
{an 
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fame ſinnes that they bynd in earth, The danger 
heirof is greater then man can tudandlie eſpy, 
for ſeing that withour the body of leſus Chrilt, 
ther abydeth nothing bot death & dination to 


 mankyad, in what eltait ſhall we iudge thame to 
{ ſand that, iuſtlic, ar cutred of frome th? ſame. 


Yea, whit horrible vengeance hyngeth vpon 
thame and taere poſteritic, notable and ſeueicr 
puniſhmeatis may inſtru@ vs. Cain the murthe- 
rar was not accurſſe4 within his awin perſons 
onlie, bot that ſame maledi6ioun rang in his 

olteritie, and vpon all that ioyned there with,til 
that all mankyad was deſtroyed by watter( Viij, 
perſonis reſerued ) Cham lykwyſe was accurſſed 
in his fone Caaaan, the ſeucritic wheirut proce- 
ded euin to the exterminion of that hole raſe 
and natioun, 

TH E ſcmpill worde of our Maſter T ESVS 
Chriſt cauſed che Fig Tree ſudJanlic to wither. 
Atthe voce of Peter, Ananias,and Saphira, war 
[triken to death. The ſame God & Lorde Ieſus 
vith the pOWer of his holie [pirit that then was 
potent and 1uſt, wirkis euin now 19 the miniſteric 
on Charch. he contompy wheirot he will in 
novwiſe ſuffer vapuniſhed, And therefoir ye titar 
have acquentance or familiaritic with the foir- 
named obſtizatdeclair vnto him theſe dangeris 

C 3. 


2nd will him not to tempt the vtermoiſt, & thus 
yit aganelet vs pray to God for his converſion: 
Let the formar prayer be publialie ſaid. 


-5* H E thrid Sonday let the firſt queſtioun be 
\, proponed by the miniſter to the Eldars and 
.\cxconis cocerning the ſubmiſsis of the obltinat 
ſo oft admoniſhed as was proponed the ſecund: 
if repentance be offered let ordour be takin as 
is befoir ſaid, with one charge to the Church to 
prayſe God for the couerſsioun of that brother, 
If repentance be not offered, then ſhal the mini- 
ſter expone whereinto the perſone that is to be 
excomunicat, hath offerded how oft, & by wh6 
he hathe bene admoniſhed alſwell priuarlie as 
publictlie, and ſhall demand of the Eldaris and 
Deacons if ſo was not, whoſe an{wer reſaved, 
The miniſter ſhall aſk the hole Church, if they 
think that ſuch coremprt ſhuld be ſuffered amig 
thame: and if then no man mak interceſsion for 
the ob{tinar,the Minitter ſhall proceid and fay, 
O F Verray conſcience wear compelled to do 
that which te our hartis is moſt dolorus, to wit, 
to geue ouer in the handis of the Deuill this foir 
named obſtinat contempnar. N. whome ones 
* weelteamed one member of our body,and that 
not onlie for the cryme that he hathe comitted, 
bot mu 


thaw)” 5 me rr” no  -+, -  fY 8 a 
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bot muche rather for his proude. c6tempt and 
intollerable rebellioun leſt that our ſufferance 
ofhim in this his impietie ſhuld not only be 1m- 
ated vnto vs, bot alſo that he ſhuld inſe& vthers 
vith the ſame peſtilence. And therefore we man 
vſe the laſt remedy, how greuous that euer it be 
ynto vs. AND yit I deſire yow for more ample 
declaratioun of your chriſtiane cheritie towards 
him, ye pray with me vato God now for the lat 
for his conuerſfoun, | 
TH E liſt prayer before the excomunication, 


0 Mnipotent, Eternall and mercyfull Father, 
who for that good will that tnow beareſt 
yato vs 1n Icſus Chriſt thy deir Sone, will not 7 
death and deſtructioun of anc ſtnnar. Bot rather 
that he by inſpiratioun and mouing of thy holie 
ſpirite couert & liue: who alſo doerh witnes the 
yertey & {trenth of thy worde to be ſuch,thar ir 
cauſeth the Montanes to ſchaik, the Rockes tre 
ble.and the Floodes to dry vp. Beaald we thy 
children & peple heir proſtrat before thee, moiſt 
bumblie beſeik the in the name of thy deir Sone 
our Lorde leſus Chriſt. Thar thow will moue & 
peirſe the harte of our impenitet brother whom 
Sathan ſo long hathe indured and hardened; let 
tpleis thy Maicltie be the yertew of thy holis 
C 4, 


f>irite, that thow wilt mollefie the ſame. Expelhcot 
* , darknes and by the lyght ofthy grace thahd it 
-10w wilt ſoilluminat him that now at Jengthhgche 
nay feill friſt how greuouſlie he hathe offendeer 
19anis thy Maieſtie. And ſecundatlie zgaint thr v: 
.olie Church, & aſſemblie: Geue him thy graqtop 
-0 acknawledg,accule, & dampne alſycil befoif Bo 
vs whom he hath offeded as befoir thy prelencnpe 
this his proude contept,leaſt thatwe be the ſamgpnci 
prouoked be copelled with all our greiffts ro cuſſem 
him of thy myſticall body, v hom we 6 Lordſſtu 
vnfeanedlie defire to reteane win thy ChurciÞne 
as one lyuelie meEber of thy deir Sone our Lorder 
Jeſus, heir vs mercyfull farher,cal bak agane thi 
our Lmpenitet brother y now tendith to eternal 
deſtructi6. T hat we al who before thy preſenaſſt 
euin for his rebellion do mourne may receaueÞol 
him agane with gladnes & toy, & ſo render pre-P'o 
yie and honour ynto the befoir this thy holie I 
Cogregatioun, [tin 

Wee grant oure ſelfis & Lord, vnworthy whone| 
thow ſhuld heir, becauſe we ceaſe not to offendſdl: 
the by oure continewal tranſgreſsing of thy hoÞ) 
lie preceptes. Looke not vpone vs mercyfull f 
ther in this oure corrupt nature, bot looke thovſtha 
ro thy deir Sone, whome thow of thy mere methanc 
cy hathe appointed oure head, great Biſhope dll 
uocat 


peþcate, Mediator, and onlie Propitiator , in him 
that) in the meritis of his death. We humble be= 
b b&c<e t7e mercyfullie to behald vs, & (uffer not 
de molt innocent blode of thy deir Sone ſched 
thihr vs 4nd for this our impenitent brother,to be 
rachophaned by the tyranny & ſlyght of Sathan, 
for Bot by the vertew of the ſame let this oure 
nehpenirent brother be broght to vnfeancd repE- 
zm$nce, that ſo he may eſchaip that feirfull con- 
cufemnatioun in rhe which he appereth to fall. 
his we aſk of the 6 heavinlie father in the bol- 
rebBnes of oure head, and Mediator Teſus Chriſt, 
rdeÞraying as he hath taught vs. QOure Father. 


na 
ce]F eftir e his prayer the obſtinar compeir not to 
ueoffer his repentance, then ſkall the Miniſter 
a-Proceid and lay. 
le} Bretheren ſeing that as ye haue hard this ob- 
nat and impenitent perione. N. hatheſo 
meſruouſlic offended aganiit G O D, and again(t 
ndÞils his holie cogregatioun, who be no meancs 
of ye may perceaue can be broght to repentan- 
|, whereof it is euident by the word of God 
wiitat he is fallin frome the Kingdome of Heauen 
ejund frome the blefſcd focietie of ne LOR D E 
dIESYS. AND ve(albeit with dolcur of 
al 


our hartes)may now execute that which the 
mandemet of leſus Chriſt, and the practife « 
Apoltile ſchaweth that of oure office we: 
to do. To wit. that we ſhall publictlie declaj 
pronunce ſuch to haueno ſocietie with wy 
declair thame ſelfis obſtinat & rebellious agſhi 
211 hoiſome admonitiounis, and the bleſledg 
inances of his Church, & that we may dot 
{zme. Not of oure awvin authoritie, bot int 
n32c and power of ourc Lorde Ieſus hriſt 
fore whome all kneis ar compelled to boy, 
vs humblie fall doune before him, and ontlh 
mancr pray, and pronunce this ſentence, 


The inuocatioun of the name of Icſus 
Chriſt to excomunicat the imyenitent, 
To gitther with the ſ{ctence of excomuni- 
Catioun. 
LORDE Teſus Chriſt the onlie & 
nall King of all the choſin children, oft 
Heauinlie Father,the head andlawgeuer of 
Church, who by thy awin mouth hath com 
ded that ſuch oftendars as proudlie contemp 
the admonitiouns of thy Church, (hall beadm 
out {rome the focictic of the ſame, & ſhal be 
vted of thy proſciiouris as prophane Ethnic 
We willing to obey this tay DIECE pt #8301 aſk 
wc hat 


theShve receaued be inſtitutiovn of thy Apoftile 
: offffir preſenlie conuened in thy name to exco- 
> aughicat and cait furth frome the ſocietic of thy 
Caffe bodice. and frome all participatioun with 
wh Church in Sacramentis or prayeris, N. 
agafhich thing we do at thy comandement, & in 
edghpox cr & 2uthoritie to the glorie of thy ho- 
donane. To the conſeruatioun and edification 
Inhhis thy Church, in the which ir hath pleſed 
iſt Feto place vs Miniſters: And to the extreme 
7. I@nedic of the ſtubburne obſtinacie of the fore 
ntÞþmed impeniter, anp becauſe y haſt promeſſed 

y ſelf, euir to be with vs, Bot ſpecialie with 

< as vprightlie travel in the miniſterie of thy 

burch whom alſo thow hes promilled to initre 

t&guyde be y difiament of thy holie lpirit. 
WE moſt humblie beſeche tie fo ro gouerne 
afiſt vs in the execution of this oure charge. 
«Fat what{ocuir wein thy name do heir pro- 
mace in carth,that thow wilt ratifie the ame in 
eauin. Qure aſſurance 6 Lorde is thy ex- 
elſed word. And thairforc in boldnes of the 
ne HEIR I'1NTHYNAME AND atthe 
Fmandment of this tay preſent congregatioun 
of, ſeclude, & excommunicat frome thy bo- 
We, and frome oure ſocietie. N. as one perlone 
anderous proude contempaar, and oac mem» 


a 


ber for this preſent all to gither corrupted 
pernicious to the bodie. And this his fin (a 
with ſorow of hart)be vertew of oure minil 
we bynd and pronunces the ſame to be. be 
in Heauin and Earth. We farther geue out 
the handis, & power ofThe Deuill w (1d, 
ro the deſtrudioun of his lcihe, Strailie of 
eing all that profes the LORDE 1ESvs, 
whoſe knawledge this our ſentence ſhal cunS! 
reput and hald the ſaid. N, accutfled, andy 
worthie of the familiar ſocietic of Chriſti 
Declaring vnto all men that ſuch as heird 
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befoir his repentance ſhall hant, or famili 
accumpanie him, ar partakaris of his impicti 
ſubic&t to the Ilyke condemnatioun, This 
ſeatence 6 Lorde Ieſus pronunced in thyn 
& at thy comandemer we humblie deſire the 
ratifie according to thy promis, And yit Le 
y that come to ſaue that which was loſt, lod 
ypone him with the eyis of thy mercy, ift 
good pleaſour be. And ſo peirs thow his hat 
he may feil in his breiſt the terrours of thy up" 
gementis, that by thy grace he frudtfullic mf) 

be conuerted to thee. And ſo damning hisa 

impicte,he may be with the lyke ſolemnitiet 


ccauced within the boſome of thy Church, frag 


the which this day ( w greifand dolour of o 
h ' 


is ) he is elected, 
ORDE in thy preſence we proteſt that 
2vin affections moue vs not to this ſeueritie: 
AS onlic the hatrent of fin, and obedience that 
ueegiue to thy awin comandement. And therfor 
id, $Heauinlie Father we craue the perpetuall af- 
: ance of thy holy ſpirit, not onlie to brydill 
5 urcorrupted affeQionis, bot alſo ſo to condu& 
\nſin all the cours of our hole lyf, that we nevir 
l|to the lyk impietie & contempt: Bot that c6 
Sinuallie we may be ſubie& to the voce of thy 
Church, and vnto the Miniſters of the ſame, 
a&ho treulie offer to vs the word of lyfe the ble- 
effſed Evangell of thy onlie belouit Sone Teſus 
briſt. To whome with the and the holy ſpirit 
all prayſe glorie& honour now & cuer. 
heÞSo beit. 
The ſentence pronunced & the prayer ended, 
THE Miniſter ſhal admoniſh the Church þ all 
he faith full hald the excomunicat as an Ethnik 
i before is ſaid, that no man vſe his familiare 
Sonpany. And yit that no man accuſe him of 0- 
vther cryme, then of ſuche as he is couicted 
#6, and for the which he is excommunicar, 
«Bot that euerie man ſhall ſecretlie call ro God 
roger grace to be granted to y excomunicat. Such: 


Oo ts : | 
have office in the Miniſterie may vpone Tice-_ 


JW 


ence required of the Church ſpeik with the! 
communicat,{o long as hope reiteth of his y 


verſftoun: Bor if he cotinew obſtinat then uw 
all the faithfull yterlic to abhor his preſens pt: 
comunication: And yit aucht thay more ea 
Nieto call tro God that Sathan in the end may 
confounded, & the Creature of God tred ſrl 
his ſnares by, the power of the Lorde Teſus, 
w the accuſtomed benediQtion th2 aſlembly 
be dimiſſed efter they have ſong the 1 01. $0 
or one portion thereof, as it ſhall piciſe thet day 
gregatioun. | cat 
e&The ordoure to receaue the excomunica 0! 
agane to the ſocietie of the Church, | the 
"Irſt we muſt obſerue that {uch 2s deſeruey ®* 
ath for y cryme comitted, neuir be admit FC 
to the ſocietic of the church vnto ſuche tyneþ® 
ethery Magiltrat puniſh according to thelij** 
or ellis pardon the crym,as before we hauel$®* 
Bot ſuch as for vther oFences & for there ca ® 
mpr ar excomunicat may be receaued wherh the 

ſhall earneſtiic ſeik rhe fauouris of the chur 

They mult Legyne at the Miniſterie the El thi 
& Deacons, who mult expone there repent de 
to the Miniiter, or Miniſteris in there afſem\l pl 
a day may be appointed tothe excommunit ſh 
10 preſent him ſelf before thame. The ſigns 4 

hy 


hes repentance aucht to be diligently inquired, 
& hat hathe bene his behauour ſence the tyme 
his excomunication, what he will offer for ſa- 
wORion tothe Church: And vnto whome he 

ath exponed the grefe and dolour of his hart: 

the exc6;nunicat be found penitent & obedi- 

nt in all thingis: The miniſter the nixt gonday 

. Wy geue advertiſment to the hole Church of 
y dis humiliation, and command theme to call to 
: ofGod for increaſc of the ſame: The nixt ſelsion 
\eddiy the Miniſter may appoint to the excomani- 
at ſuch ſatisfaftion as they think moſt expedier 
[tothe which if the excommunicat fullie agre, 

; {then may the ſaid Minifterie appoynt voto him 

ine certane day when he ſhall fulfill the ſame. 

"JF OR this is principalic to be obſerued,that no 
ef exc5municat perſone may be receauid to the fo 
elctic of the church agane, vato ſuch tyme y he 
Shave ſtand at F church dure, at the leaſt mo $6- 

ad Gyis then one. W hich dayis being expirid,and 
the hole fatisfation complere,ſome of the El- 
$rs ſhall pas to the excommunicar, efter that 
the formar prayer of the Miniſter in the Pvlper 

de ended, And ſhall prelent him to an certane 
{place appointed for the penitents, where he 
-$ſhall ſtand in the ſame habite, in the which he 
e{maid ſatisfaction vntill the Sermone be: ended, 
;$And then ſhall the ſame Eldars that broghr him 


in the Church preſent him to the Miniſlp's 
with theſe or the lyke wordis, 'r 
THIS creatyre of Godis, N. thar for - 


wickednes and obſtinat rebellion hath beneq# 
bot now by the power of the ſpirit of God! 
called bak agane by repentance, ſo far as theinf® 
craued the fauors of the minilterie, y he my 
be receaued into the bodie of the Church agg 
ſelf to all that we have comanded, for tryellg*%) 
his humiliatioun: And therefoir we preſent! 

7 
be ſufticient ro be receaued agane to the be pf 
of the Church, - 
to God for that parte of his humiliation, & al thi 
geſyre the Church of God to do the ſame vil 
ſone excommunicat. And firit ſhall lay bet L 

euin vnto him.to ſatishe y Church for theſa hb 
And latt his proud contempt & long obſtinac 1% 
rie onc he ſhall require his peculiare confeſii A 
-ith accuſation of him ſelf, and deteſtatioun 


comunicat from the body of 1E$vs cH R1Þw 
gemet of man can perſaue, for he hath not oj! 
bot alſo moſt obedientlie hath ſubiected bit 
- befoir yow to be examinat, & if his repen 
Then ſhall the Miniſter Rander thankis, + 
him, Therefcer he ſhall addres him to the pe 
him his (in, therefrer the admonitions that v or 
for the which he was excomunicat. And of ew” 
hisid* 


Bhs itppictie. Which being receaued he ſhal:ren; 
#thankis ro God as followeth. 

WE thank the mercy. and goodnes of God 
kibrough leſus Chriſt oure Lorde for. this thy 
oauerſion. N. In to the which thow haſt nor. 
bmuche eſhamed thy ſelf;as that thow haſt c6+ 
hunded & owircome Sathan, by whoſe. wen- 
oum & deceauable entiſmer.tes thow hetherto= 
t bene rebelliouſe, to the holſome- admonity- 
gas of the Church: And. yer becauſe we can, 
bet. onlie ſee that which is. externall We will 
| {leyne our Prayeris with Thyne, that this thy. 
he lwoiliation may procead -frome the hart. 


the prayeri sappoynted ro be ſaid inthe receaueing of the penirfs 
fiid alſo heir: which end:d Jer the Church andthe .peniceur be ads! 
honiſhed as tbere is expremed. Except that the cryme of his exco, 
kuication moſt euir be Aggredged and: mentionar, | 


| Þ bd , y 
| Ithe prayer eSteanig his receuaing to y.church» 


A ORDE TIeſus Chriſt King, techar, and 

.c4S-oure eternall Preilt, who with the preaching 
Athy bleſſed Evangell hath ioyned the power. 
cf®bynd and lowſethe finnes of men: who hatly 
.pronunced, that whatſoeuir by thy miniſte» . - 
4933 bound in earth,ſhal be bound in y Heauin- 
..1,And alſo that whatſo euir. is lowſed by the: 
þ de;fhal be loyſcd & abfolued cs the, 
d /4 
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Hewib,fooke 6 Lord mercyſullie ypon this thy 
creature, N, &c. whome Sathan of long tyme 
hathe holdin in bondage; fo that nor onlic he 
drew him to infquitie, bot alſo that he ſo hardes], x, 
ned'his harte that he difpiſed all admonitioung, | þ 
for the which' his ſia and contempt we war c6&+4 
pelled ro exc6municat him from our body. Bat 
now 6 Lorde, ſcing that the ſpirir of our Lordel 
Icfus Chrift hath fo far preualed in him. That 
he is returned to'our ſocietic,it will plcis the for te 
the obedience of our Lorde lefus fo to acce h 
by 

| 


him, that his formar-inobedience be never lay 
to his charge Bor'that he may increaſe inal 
Godlines till that Sathan finallic be troddin ve jj, 
der his feit and ours, by the power of our Lol "4 
IESVS CHRIST,to whome with the and wvitl fey 
the holic Spirit be all honor and glorie now and” 


euir. SOBE1ITF. 1th 
@zT he forme of Abſolurioun, 4 wp 


PF the name & anthoritie of 1ESvVSCHRTSY 
ee Miniſter of his bleſſed Euangell with P 
ent of this hole Miniſterie & Church , Abſolut 
the N. Frome the ſentence of excomuncation, 
frome the ſin by the commired, and frome; 
Cenſures led aganſt the for the fame of befottfſ;, 
according to thy repentance, And? pronuntifyey, 
» 4 2 thy! = 


JR 


f] thy fin to be lou ſed in Heauin,and the to be re- 
ceaued agant to the ſocieric ofTeſus Chris ! 
leſ yilbodie the church. To the participat6 of his - 
le}. Scramers;, Atid finallic to the fruitioun of-alt -" 


| his benefits. In the name of the Father, the lone 
&] and the holy Spirit. So beit. _ 
at} The abſolution pronnnced, the Miniſter ſhall 
df then call him Brother & geue him admonition, 
a] to patche and pray, that he fafl not in thelybe 
or tatatioun. That he be thankfull for the mercy 
| havin vnto him and that he ſhaw the frudtis of 
ale zonuerfioti in lyfe & conuerſatioun- 
erefterthe hole Miniſterie ſhall embrace 
ir lin, & ſuche vthers of the Chureh'as- be nize 
him: and thea ſhall one Plalme of thankis 


a/%s be ſong... TY "RE Ong wt 
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This ordour may be + enluaged crate as 
| {tte viſdome of the diſcreat minilter ſhi: chink 
Japedient: For we rather ſhaw:the'way £2 this 
_—_ then pre{cribe ordourto the learned, 
"PUt can not be amended. 

JANE PRAYER: 


JReſerue the publiRt face of thy Church with 
Þ in this Re3lme 6 Lord:Dilaic the Kingdome 

Oy Sons Teſus Chriſt vaiucrſallie. Ando 
Dus 


'L 


farther; diſclois. and brek doune the tyranny 
of that Romane, Antichriſt by the power of thy 
Soncgure Lorde Ieſus Chriſt. . So Beit. - 
Er” ,.1.3;ANNO- 15.6 7» 


- Rom, 16. 


Soli ſapienti Deo per Leſum Chriſtum gloria 


inperpqtuums-: Amen. —_— 


"'T his book is thoght veceſſar and profitable 
for the. Church & comanded to be printed be 
ke Generall Aſſemble, Set turth be lohune 


Knox ' Miniſter, & an , 


'And Gphted be vs whoſe names follow. 8 


we war appointed be the ſaid generall allebl, 
P$.95) "aCI17-£ | 4 | «ih 
M lohne-. Crag. 

Robert Pont. 

Tohne Row. ..:.: ; 
Dauid Lyndeſay. 
'Gnihielnids'Chriſtiſonis,! | - 
"James Greg, '' ' &c ;, | 


Yo» ANC. < t©= kwwat . 
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the Superintendent. which may. {erue in cleRi- 


of Marche. .,.- AN,NO... 156 0... 
Iohne Knox being Miniſter, 


% RS Twas maid 3 Sermqn in} which thi 
. heads, w-r,intreated. FEirlt rhe, neceſsitic of 
Miniſters, & Superintendents. 2., The grymes & 
vices } myght ynable theme:af the miniſteric. z 
The verteous: requiged in, thems., 4. And Jlait 
vigthir ſuch as by publi&,cofegt,of the Church 
yercalled ro ſugh_oftice myghtrefuis the ſame. 
The Sermon, haaſhed. It,ves deglared be the 
me Miniſter, maker thereof: Tharthe Lords of 


e Churchis of Lowthyangzo cheis M. Iohne 
ottiſwod, Superintendent: and that ſufficient 


; POgES maid. be publict edift to the Chur- 


of Edigburgh, Lyalithgu, Striveling, Tre- 


s —& 


nent, Hadingroun, and Dunbar, as alſo to Erles, 


Lords, Baronis , Gentilmen , and ythers haue- 
and or that might, clame to have vote in eleRis 
tw hepreſent that day at that ſame houre. 

And therefor inquilicion wes maid who werpre 
ſeat & who wer abſent,after wes called theſaid 
N, lohn who anſvecring,the Miniſter. demided 
$eeany man kney any cryme or offeceto the 


&T HE formeand ordqur of the:eleion of 


'| oun of all vther Miniſters. At Edinburgh. the 9g... 


ecrete Coulall had Eeuen charge & power to. ./. 


f 


(54M. Tohri,thar myglit vnable kim to be cal], 
les ro that offi-e. And that he demanded thryſe. | (6 
Stcondarke queſtion wes moued to the hole mul} : 
tirude give therwes any vther whom they wald 
at in election*with the ſaid M. lohne f peopel 
wer alked if they wa!ld hauc the ſaid M. lohne 
ſapermtendent? Tf they wal&honore-and obey, 
him as Chriſt Miniſter and confort & afsiſt hint 
in everie thing pertening to his charge? .: 
©» They anſwered. 
We wil & we do promeiſe ynto him ſuch obedi 
ence as beckieth'F Scheip to geue vrnto there Pe-| | 
ſtour ſo long as he remaneth faithful in his office] | 
 Theanſwers of peopele and there conſent re | (4 
ccaued, Theſe queſtionis wer proponed to him | (4 
that wes to be eleRted,  Queftioun. *Þ 1, 
Seing thar ye here the thruſt and deſyir of thit| fe 
people,do © not think youre ſelf bound in c&] hy 
ſcieace before God to ſupporre theme that {9} th 
earneſtlie call for youre confort & for the frui#] gi 
of youre labours, T; 
| anſwer, tio 
If anv thing wer in me able to fatific there de 
ſvir 1 acknowJedge my ſelf bound to obey God| [x1 
calling by theme. Qu:ſtioun., the 
- Do yeſeketo be promoted to this office and] 
Eharge for ony reſpeR of worldlie comoditit] fy 
Ws: 7:5 265" 9042 LOREny + 
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CESSES 


endatioun of the Worlde was layd. 


Ir ches or glories, Anſwer, A 


bh knoveth the contrair, + +007! 
Queſtioun,- © 52242 

Beleuc ye not thar the doctrine of the Pr. 
pheres & Apoltils contened in the books of the 
new and old Teſtaments is the onelietrey and | 
note abſolute fundaris of the vniverſal church 
of Chriſt leſus, Inſomuche that 'in'the' fame 
Scriptures ar contea ned all thingis neceſfirers” 
bebeleued for the ſaluation of mankyng, '<* ? 

Anſwer. | 

Ireralic beleue the ſame, and do abhor ld 
Nterlic refuſe all- doctrine alledged neveſſyre to 
aluation that is not expreſſedlic corened in tho 
ſame, Queſtioun, 

not chriſt Teſus, man of man according to the . 
fleſh To wit,the Sone of daui:},the ſeid of Abra. ' 
him eGceauid ofthe holy G H'O ST, borne of 
tie Virgine his Mother, the onlie head and me- 
dator of his Church. Anſy er. 

Heis, and without him there is ncther ſaluz-/ 
ton to man nor lyfe to Angell, 

a8!tioun, 

knotthe ame Lorde leſus the onlie trew God 
the Eternal Sone of the Eternal father, in whom' 
ill that ſhall be ſaued wer cleated before the 


D 4. 


Anſwer. 


Iacknowledge and confes him in the ynitie of. 


his Godhead to be God abuife all hings bleſſed 
for euir. Queſtioun, 
.Shall not they-whome God in his Eternall c6; 


Ale hath elected, be -called to the-knowledgeo he 


his Sone oure Lord Teſus, & ſball-not they whoa, 
of purpoſe ar called. in this lyfe be Luſtified and, 
where Iuſtificatioun and fre remiſsioun of fines: 
3s obtened in this lyfe be fre:grace. Shall nor the 

torcie of the Sonnes pf God follow in the gene- 
rail Reſurreaionn when the Sone'of God ſhall 
appeareiin his-glorious Majeſtie. 

Anſwer .. 

This I acknowledge to be the doftrine of the 
Apoſtle and the moſt ſingular c6forte of Goddis 
children. | Queſtidun. 

© Will yenot then, conteane your ſelfein all 
doqQrine within the bounds'of this fundationn}: 
Will ye not ſtudy to promoue the ſame alſwell 
be your lyfte as be your doftrige?. Will yenet 
according to the graces and ytterance that God 
ſhall grant vnto yow profes , inſtru, and man- 


teane the puritie of the doftrine conteanedin| 


the Sacred word of God and to the yitermoſt of 
your power? Will ye not ganſtand & convinct 
the gainſayars and the teacharis of mennis in- 

—_— inuetl- 


nt 
1 
{h 


_ 


a | - Anſwer. 
}# | That do I promiſe in tbe preſence of God and 
4 ifhis congregatioun here aſſembled. 
Queſtioun. 

joy ye not that the excellEcie of this office to 
jewhich God hath called yow requireth thar 
your cquerſation and behauour be fuch, as that 
jemay-be Irreprehenfible, yea cuen in the Eyis 
{ofthe vngodlie, SET: In: 
{ Anſwer. - ; | 
- [1 mfeanedlie acknowledgeand humblie defire. 
i! [Church of God to pray with me that my lyfe- 

denot ſlanderous, to the glorious Euangell, of - 
| Chriſt Ieſus, — 
f Queſtioun ; 
is | Beeauſe ye ar 4 man copaſſed-with-infirmities, 
| vil ye not cheritablie & with lowlynes of ſpirir 
{| recezue admonitioun of youre bretheren? And 
{4 gneye ſhall happin to flyide or offende in any 
Il; poynt? Wil ye not be ſubic& to the diſcipline of 
ot | the Church as the reſt of your bretheren? 
d-1 Theanſwer of the Superintendent or 
-| Miniſterto be elected. 


0 | 
0, 
Q'! 
d, 
es 


of} lacknowledge my ſelf 3 man ſubieRed to infir- 
++] Mitie and one that hath nead of correctioun and 
-| monition and therefore I moſt villinge ſub- 


ieQ my ſelfro the holſom diſcipline of F churgdpl 
yieatb rhe giſripline of the ſ&meChutch by th 
which I am now-called rorhis office and char 
and heir, in Goddis preferice and yours do p 
mts obedience: 20-21l Admonitions' ſecreatlie 
publicte.geyin, vnco the» which -If I be fonoff® 
1nobedient 4Cotes my (elf moſt Worthie to? 
cictted. i (Nor. onelic fromothis Honore, botj® 
alſo frome the ſocictie of the faithfull in caſed | 
my {tubburnes. For-the vocatioun of Godt .. 
bear charge:within his Church maketh nor mea 6 
tyrants norlordes, bot appoineth them ſeruas|thi 
dis, watchmen, and paſtors to the lock, Jv! 
Thus ended queſtioun muſt be aſked aganedff 
the multitude, - Queſtioun, i] 
Require ye any farther of this your Superin- bo 
readent? Anſwer. - 4® 
 Ifnomananſvyerlet the Miniſter proced: ly 
Wil ye:not acknowledge this your Broth th 
for the miniſter of Chrilt lefus? Will ye not re 
verencethe worde of God that proceadeth fn ® 
his nowth?Will ye not receave of him the Ser- 
mon of exhortation with patience? Not refuſing | 
the holeſom medicine of your Saules? Although 
it &c bittir and vnpleling to the fleſhi Will ye] 
not finalliemanteane and confort him in his mi- ( 
niſteric agan{t all ſuche as wickedlic wald rebcll 


- inſt God 41d his holie ordinance; * 


The people anſwerech., 


We will:as we will anſwer to the Lorde Teſus 
hyho hath commanded his Miniſters to be had 
reverence, as his Embaſſadors and as m& that 
Aaufullic watche for the Saluati6 of our; Savles, 
\- Lerthe Nobiliie be vrged with this, 


'YE have hard the dewitie and profeſsion of 
in| thisoure Brother by youre conſentis appointed 
| tothis charge as alſo the devitie and obedience, 
of which God requireth of vs towardes him here 

his Miniſterie : But becauſe that neather of 
z| bothe ar able to perform any thing without the 
|checiall grace of oure God in Chriſt Ieſus who 
lhe promeſſed to be with vs preſent, euin to 
«| the conſummatioun of the worlde with vnfea- 
&| med hartis, let ys crave of him his benediftioun 
ef dafiftance in this work begyn to his glocie & 
7. [forthe confort of his Church. 


CTHE PRAYER” 


js 9 LORDE to whomall power is gevin 
l in Heauin and in Earth. Thow that art the 
Eternal Sone of the Eternall Father, who bait 


not onlie ſo loued thy Church ;'that for the - 
demptionau & purgatioun of the ſame,thow! - 
humbled thy (elfro the death of the Croce, 
thereupone halt ſched thy moſt innocent blog-. 
to prepare to.thy ſelfa ſpous without ſpot, bp 
alſo to reteane this thy molt excellent benelng? 
recent memorie, hath: appointed in thy Churg 
Teachers, Paſtors. & Apoltels, to inſtruct, cofaff 
& admoniſh the ſame:look ypone vs mereyfullſ®. 
6 Lord thow that onelie art King, Teacher, x * 
bic Preaſt, tothy awin flock: and ſend ynto ta” 
oure Brother, whom in thy. name we haue cha | 
ged, with the cheif cair of thy Church within} , 
boundis of L. ſuch portion of- thy holieſpin] 
as thereby he may rightlie deuyid thy wordif. 
the inſtrucioun of thy flock, and tothe cotuw | 
tioun of pernitious, errouris, & damnable.ſupe} , 
ſkiouns, Geue ynto ,him good Lorde, a moni 
& wiſedom whereby the eqnnimes. of thy trugl 
may be confounded; the Wolffes expelled, ani 
dreuin from thy.Fald, thy Scheip may. be fedu | 
the holſome Paſtures of thy moſt holie vo | 
the blynd & ignorant may be illuminated will]. 
thy trew knowledge, finallic that the dregges of | 
ſuperſitioun , and 1dolatrie which yet reſtetd 
vit!;in this Realme being purged and remouel 
VE away all not onelie haue occaſion to glo 


|. ${6ireonlie Lok DE and Salviour, bot alt 
| | Wlic to grow in. Godlines & obedience of thy 
«at holy vill, tothe deſtruction of the bodie 
11, finne & to the reſtitution of that Image to the 
e- bpich we wer ones created & to the which afret 
f fall & defection wear renewed: by parti» 
ws wation of thy holie ſpirit, which by trew faith 
-- I the we do profes as the bleſſed of thy Father, 
6" yhome the perpetuall encreaſe of thy graces 
, Fyecraue, 2s by the oure Lorde, Kinge and onlie 
. | viſchop weartaught to pray. 

OB fate: Our Father. &c. 


4 'Theprayer. ended the reſt of the Miniſters if 
j,1 © 40y be, and Eldars of that Church preſent,in 
{| \ figneof there conſent ſhall tak the clieted be 
| "thehand. | 
| "The cheif miniſter ſhall giue the benedictioun 
if a5 followeth. 
i} God the Father of our Lord Iefus Chriſt, v ho 
4 kth comanded his Euangell tobe preached ro 
1] theconfort of his elect, and hath called the to 
1 thes office of '4 Watcheman owir his people, 
Nultiplie his graces with the, i]]uminat the with 
bis holie ſpirit , conforte and ſtrenthen the in all 
rertew, gouerne & guyde thy minilterie to the 
| Mayſeof his: holy name, tothe propagation of 


% 
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Chriſts Kingdome: to the cS6fort of his Chi 
& finallie to the plaine diſcharge and afſy 
of thy ovin conſcience in the day of the Ly 
Teſus, to-whome with the Father aud with} 
Holic Gholt be al honour prayſe & glorie 
and euir,' ' So Beit, 2 


qThe laſt exhortatioun, tothe fledted, | 


T AK heid to thy felf and vato the flock 
mitted to thy charge, fead the ſame cairfullien 
as it wer be copullion bot of verray Jufe whi 
thow beareſt to the Lorde Ieſus, Walke in fi 
plicitie and purenes of lyfe asit becumeth! 
trew ſeruand and the Ambaſſadour of the Lo 
Teſus. vſurpe not dominion nor tyrannical auti 
ritie owir thy bretheren, be not diſcoragedi 
aduertſitie, bot lay before thy felf the exam} 
of the Prophets, Apoſtles, & of the Lorde I:{yy 
who in there Miniſterie ſuſtened contradiRtion 
contempt, perſecution, and death, feare nott 
rebuke the worlde of fin, Taſtice, and Iudgment 
1fany thing ſucceid proſperullie in thy vocati 
be not puft vp with pryde,nether yerflatterthy 
ſclf as that the good ſucces proceaded from thy 
vertew induſtrie or cair, Bot let euir that ſentece 
of the Apoſtle remain in thy hari: What wn 


Bi ER win 


——. 


Chibich thow baſt nor receaued?If thow have re« 
Curagſaued why glories thox? Confort the affli- 
e Lorfled ſupport the poore ard exhorr vtheris to 
yithiopport them. Be not ſolift for things of this 
rie gayic, bot te teruent in prayer to God for the en 
 Jeaſe cf his holie Spirit, And finallie behave thy 
Telfio this holy vocation with ſuch ſobrietie, as 
JCod may be glorified in thy Miniſterie, And ſo 
Jill thow ſchortlie obrein the victorie, & ſhall 
Areceaue the Croune pron.ifſed when the Lorde 
, gJelus ſhall appearein His Glorie, whoſe omnt- 
if potent Spirit aſviſt the and vstothe end, 


SING 2 3s 


FINIS. 


The EleRioun of Eldars, and DE 
Fin the Chuteh of Ediabupgh,” ES. 


, Efore thar there was ary 'publict fres OY 5 
Drirew religioun vithin this Realrne, irpleaſed,/ 
2d of tis mertie to illuminarthehares of many: 
n ite perſories ,To that they:tid: {perceave ani; 
Hideaftand rhe! tbuſes that warin the Papiſticall 
Surch & thereupone' they did withdraw: then?! 7 
{fs from participation yy there idblarries--» 2i {3 
And becaufe"rive' Spirit of God will adverſe: > 
bis Hi” t0'be Idilt ahd Voil ofat- Religion, ; 
't6' exer@me them {clfis ins readiagof> 
& | ipturtsfedrectc vithitr thereawin. hotſesy 
| Wſthereanto #z# #dded (eero pra lis; 
0 T jade ogy tr perm ort proces! 
Reged dthered Houſalogadder, itivne! 
the [rtve” eerciſeHſtmetizimes, in thiat 
En #nes"in _ bu& ken! 
#0 then in fpyred ( no doabr e.Spuirof. 
od, to pine diverſe Houſe & varietie 
ns <<814'Horibe kept myooud.obcicen- 
Firth Roiiel fate without overfearts, Eldaris; 
d Dexceoties/Anafo began” thar fmall Hok-ts 
theme ſeſuediti ſuch vrdour: as if ChittIe> 
hd plainlicrriutyphied io the niidds of thens 
[the pow: of his Evangel —_— yy Gd 
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ale fome 1 ro aerypie tha fm Shecs of exe 
horration, and reading, ſum to be Eldaris, and ; 
hdparis to themfar the aueriight gi the flok;! 
ſome to be.-Deasgnes, for the colleion of ally. 
musto be diſtributes to the pogre.of there a 
intbody.: Ofthis.ifmal beginigg, 1s that ordoy n 
tiow God of his:mercie hath gauin yato vs pk lo 
iQthe within 'this Realm, & principallie wit| v 
this Tounc af Edinburgh. progeded, For when 6 
pleaſed f merciful g6odhes of oyr God,to geyth 
the yitorie:to; the \Euangel.ot his. hy Soy 
onre:Lorde Leſus,; & to fuppres4&- beat 0 Fpg] jy 
pryde oftheceneaties of al trew Religion viy 
this Realme: Qbrbo principales ot fuche a3 ud 
knowin to bamed. of good, x9nyerſation u 
honeſt fameinehe: privie-Ghprcb..,, ver cho 
Eldaris, and;/Decatics to rule, with the Mivi in 
Inthe publit Chuech:,w hich, burdene rhe ui 
cicntlic: :Gullonget Zeirand more, and rhen by & 
cauſe:they Ne Cw Reeſe ing 
there awin'priuate healer: 4 "pp al to. 
publict __ shey: defired..thar ! ey. [ 
zeleaued,and vehers might be hurde ed inthah-1 
roume, which was thoght 4 perjti6 reaſonably ine 
mewhole;Church. Avdrhergfor i ie, was $710 
vato.theme:thar they ſhuld, powinar,%& x 
in election ſuchi perſonages a5 they in theres 


: 4 


Þilfiences rhoght moſt apte & abil ro ſerue.in that 


nd charge: proutding that the Thould nominate. 
$lovble mo perſones then wer ſufficient to ſgrue 
aMinchat charge , to the end that the whole con- 


z1tioun might haue therefre vote in thers 


ue {-cion, & this ordour hath, bene. cuer obſerued 
zethat tymeinthe Church of Edinburgh: y 


Mz the olde ſeſioun before there departing no- 
nk ninates2 . in cleRion for Eldars,of whome 12 I2- | 
Ie (pn and 3z for Deacones, of theme T4 
b & tobe eleted which perſones ar publiclie 
jj oclamed in the audience of the whole church | 
Wl 3 Sonday before noon. after Serms, with 
& {monition to the Church that if any mi know 
uf wy notorious cryme or cauſe that might viable 
Muy of thoſe perſones to enter in ſuche a yoca- 
(e-" youn that they ſhould notife the ſame, the nixt 
Mi} uriſday to the ſcfion,or if any knew any per- 
Wines more able for y charge they ſhulg notitie 
She ame ynto the ſaid ſeſsioun, to the end that 
4 Baan without the Church ſhuld compleine y 
AS was [poiled of his libertic in eleioun, _ 
& The Sonday following in the end of the ſer- 
vn before noone the_hole Communicantes ar 
"I omanded to be. preſent at after noone, co geue 
Fhere yotcs as they will anſyer before God ta 
*dch a3 they think moſt able to bearethe charge 
| K 2, | 


of the Church vith the Miniſters, The rote: of 
all being receaued the i{crolles ar delivered tow 
ay of the Miniſters, who keipeth the fame ſell 


create from the ſight of all nien, til the nixt thurſne 
i{Jay, then in the ſeſsion he produces them 1h 
the Vores may be counted, Where the manidf{ 
votes withour reſpe& of perſone , hathe ih* 
{5rlt place in the Eldarſchip & ſo proceadingt [ 
the nonaber of tuclf be cople't, fo that if a poor 
man excead the riche mi 1n votes he preceadetif{y 
rim in place and it is called the firſt, ſecond, anlþit 
thrid Eldar, euin as the votes anſwereth: and hire 
{ſims is obſcrued in the eleRion of the Deacong]t) 
The fryday after that Indgement is tane whſ#l 
pcrſones arelc&ed for Elders and Deaconest(Pi 
{rrye for that Zeir,the Miniſter after his Sermaſi} 
J eadis the ſame names publictlie " & peues ConJulMi 
: a \dement publictlie that ſucke perſones be piiÞe 
ſeur tn the Church the nixt Sonday at ſermoulff 0 
before noonein the place to be appoynted faſt 
theme to accept that charge, that God by wm 
pluralitic of vores had laid ypone theme. Wiiſtnt 
Eing convened, the miniſter after ſermon readift 
c| e names publiclie,the abſents ar noted & thiſ#c 
;* eſe nes ar admoniſed, to conſider the digniti 
of thit yocation, whereunto God hath calleja 
th:9::0, the dewtic thatthey aw tothe peo 


*. 


the 4ger that Ty vpone theme; f they be 
ound vevligent 7 that there votatibn: Andfie 
{lie tbe dewtie of the people towardis the peg 
iueſaes eleed & being done this prayer is red, 


1 | 
iT H E Prayer in the eleQtion of Eldaris & 
thiſ®-* Deaconis, | I 
[MINE ternall & euerlaſting God Father of oure. 
" U Lorde Ieſus Chriſt, who of thy infinit mere 
ffy19d goodnes haſt choſin to thy ſelf 3 Church 
thithe loſt ſeade'of Adam, which thow haſt ever 
titealled by the Inſpiration of thyne holy ſpizir, 
nyt not the les haſt alwayis vſed the miniſterie 
hefmen as weill in preaching ofthy worde & ag- 
$10]nidiſtration of thy Sacraments, as in giding of 
noaſity flok & providing for the poore withia the 
wane as.in the Law, Prophets & in tby.glorious 
piiſſeogel ve baue witneſcis which ordouc & Lord 
if} of thy mercy haſt now reſtored to vs 2g2in 
Wdeer that the publia face of thy Church hathe 
medeformed be the tyrannie of that Roman. 
ftichritt. Grant vnto vs 6 Heauinlie Father 
adfiurtes thankful for the benefits F ve have reces.. 
thÞKd,avd gene voto theſe our Bretheren, ele&ed 
iſutheſe charges vithin rhy Church, ſuche abun 
{lajace of 'hy bolie ſpirit that they may be found 
olhileor; and faichfull in that yocatioun wherg» 


enato thow of thy mercy haft called them. (0c 
And albeit 6Lord theſe ſmal beginnigis args 
remned of the. proud worlde,yet Lord thoyy5P 
thy'awin mercyss faik bleſſe 7 ſame, in ſuch (afle! 
y thy Godlie name may be glorified ſuperſtingol 
& idolatrie may be rooted out, and vyertew ago! 
be planted,not onlie in this generation, but J$#W 
co the poltirities to come; Amen. grant 
this mercytull Father for Icſus-Chriſt thy $a 
ſfaik in whoſe name we call ynto the as he hit 
taughtys ſaying. . Oure Father, &e. 


+ And ſo with the reherſall of the Beleif af; 
the which ſhall be ſong this portion oft! 
103. plalme verſe 19. The Heauens hiet 
and ſo tothe end of that pſalme. 


Afﬀeer the which ſhall this ſchort admoniti 
be geuin to the eleRed. 


Magnifie God who of his mercy hath calls 
yow to rule within his Church: be faithfully 
your Vocation, ſchaw your ſelt Zealous to po 
mote Vertew feir not the faces of the wick 
but rebuke there wickednes. Be merciful to tt 
pvore, & ſupport them to the ytermoſt of you 
power,and fo ſhall yareceaue the benedictid 


| Kod preſent and euerlaſting. 
ir Mfaue the Kings Maicſtic and gene vnto him 
y&$pirit of Sancrificatioun in his Zong ages 
þ (le his regent & ſuch as afsiſt him in vpryghe 
"&oſal, & ather frufullic couert, or ſuddanlie 
und the enemies of trew Religioun, and 
{this affl iRed common Wealth, 


FINIS. 


